Guillain-Barré syndrome following danazol and corticosteroid therapy for hereditary angioedema.
A case of hereditary angioedema secondary to C1 esterase inhibitor deficiency associated with lupus-like nephritis is reported. The patient was initially treated with both corticosteroids and danazol and subsequently had Guillain-Barré syndrome together with appearance of circulating immune complexes and an increase in total complement and C1q, C3, C4, B, and C1 esterase inhibitor levels. Guillain-Barré syndrome might be secondary to danazol therapy since this drug could increase both circulating immune complex production and complement synthesis, thereby providing additional substrate for the underlying immune complex disease. Normalization of complement might therefore be hazardous in lupus with underlying complement deficiency states.